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122 THE ECONOMIC BULLETIN 

National Problems, 1885-1897. The 24th volume in the American 
Nation Series. By Davis R. Dewey. (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1907. Pp. xiv, 360. $2.) 

An able presentation of the problems confronting the American 
people during the period 1885-1897. As the author states in his 
preface the treatment of recent history encounters the three 
embarrassments of the lack of bibliographical materials, masses 
of detail and the difficulty of securing a correct perspective of 
events so new. Looking back even from the vantage point of 
the eighth year in the twentieth century these twelve years of 
record in Professor Dewey's book stand out under his treatment 
as those of a semi-revolution, political and economic in character, 
from which many of the present day problems are just emerging. 
In some respects the period is a mild prototype of the one known 
as the "critical period" of a hundred years before, for much 
uncertainty prevailed regarding the outcome of the pension con- 
flict, the supervision of railroads, the raid on the treasury through 
the medium of the river and harbor bills, the greed for office, the 
strong feeling in the North and the South engendered by foolish 
waving of the bloody shirt, and the fight over the money question. 
Despite the handicap referred to in his preface the author has 
brought out clearly the struggles of Cleveland against the old 
interpretation of public office, the transfer of power from Repub- 
lican to Democrat, the contest of labor organization, the rise of 
trusts and the blind fumbling of a confused Congress with the 
financial situation. The chapters on the National Supervision 
of Railroads and the Money Question touch on a number of new 
points and are the best in the book. 

Frank L. McVey. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 



